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FOREWORD 
The publication Interlocking Digital and Material Cultures brings together a collection of 
recent research projects and theoretical perspectives which explore possibilities for a  
rethinking of architecture as a material practice in the context of the contemporary dis-
course on digital design and fabrication methods. 

The publication is the final roundup of a research and teaching project which took place 
from 2012 to 2014 at the msa | münster school of architecture’s departments for digital 
design and constructive design, and also incorporates doctoral research into the con- 
vergence of representation and building in architecture. The project consisted of several 
workshops, lectures and design seminars for students as well as an international sym- 
posium held in November 2012, which featured many of the presented authors. 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the colleagues and the many talented 
students who supported the project and to the administrative and public relations team 
of the msa | münster school of architecture for their organisational and communicative skills 
in making the individual events of the research project successful. My specific thanks go to 
the team of the department for digital design and construction, to Prof. Jürgen Reichardt 
and Prof. Joachim Schultz-Granberg, for their initial support of the project as well as to the 
then dean, Prof. Julia Bolles-Wilson, for her kind advice. 

The project was made possible with the financial support of the Fachhochschule Münster. 
The symposium scaleless-seamless? that formed an integral part of the project was 
organised and conducted in close collaboration with Prof. Constantin Spiridonidis and 
Maria Voyatzaki of ENHSA – European Network of Heads of Schools of Architecture, whose 
valuable experiences in organising the symposium were specifically helpful. The symposium 
was kindly supported by the European Association for Architectural Education | EAAE.

Sven Pfeiffer
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Fig. 1–4: Images from the Symposium 

scalelessseamless? at the msa | münster school of 

architecture

Fig. 5: Parametric Structural Design Workshop with 

Clemens Preisinger
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Topology Optimization Workshop with Daniel 

Büning at the msa. The workshop explored additive 

manufactured architectural components based on 

topology optimization.

Fig. 6-7: Small scale working models of the simulation 

results, were materialized using 3D-printing 

technology. 

Fig.8-12: Buildup Process of two designs which were 

realized as prototypes from lasercut cardboard slices. 
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